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mr%3 International Tress Correspondence JJ.21 

SEVENTH WORLD CONGRESS OF THE COMMUNIST .INTERNATIONAL 

THE OFFENSIVE OF FASCISM AND- THE TASKS OF THE 
C. I, IN THE STRUGGLE FOR THE UNITY OF THE 
WORKING CLASS AGAINST FASCISM 

RESOLUTION ON THE REPORT OF COMRADE DIMITROV 
& Fascism and the Working Class 

1. The Seventh,.Congrassaf the Communist International declares 
that the alignment of class forces in the international arena and the 
tasks facing the labour movement of the world are determined by the fol- 
lowing basic changes in the world situation: 

(a) The final and irrevocable victory of Socialism in the Land 
of the Soviets, a victory of world importance, which has enormously en- 
hanced the power and rolet of the U.S.S.R, as the bulwark of the exploited 
and oppressed of the whole world, and is inspiring the toilers to struggle 
against capitalist exploitation, bourgeois reaction and fascism, for peacf 
and for the freedom and independence of the peoples. 

(b) The most profound economic crisis in the history of capi- 
talism, from which the bourgeoisie has tried to extricate itself by ruin- 
ing the masses of the people, by dooming tens of millions of unemployed 
to starvation and extinction, and by lowering the standard of living of 
the toilers to an unprecedented extent. 

Despite a growth in industrial production in a number of coun- 
tries and an increase in the profits of the financial magnates, the 
world .bourgeoisie has not succeeded on the whole either in emerging from 
the crisis and the depression, or in retarding the further accentuation 
of the contradictions of capitalism. In some countries (France, Belgium, 
etc, ) the crisis is continuing, in- others it has entered a state of 
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depression, while in those countries where production has exceeded the 
pre-crisis level (Japan, Great Britain) new economic upheavals are 
impending* 

• • . • • ' . i 

(c) The offensive of fascism, the advent to power of the fas- 
cists in Germany, the growth of the threat of a new imperialist world 
war and of an attack on the U.S.S.R. , by means of which the capitalist 
world is seeking a wayout of theimpasse of'itsddntradictions* 

(d) The political crisis, expressed in the armed struggle of 
the workers in Austria and Spain against the fascists, a struggle which 
has not yet led to the victory of the proletariat over fascism, but 
which prevented thd bourgeoisie' from consolidating' its fascist dicta- 
torship! the powerful anti-fascist movement in Prance, which began 
with the February demonstration and the general strike of the prole- 
tariat in 1934. 

(e) The revolutioni sat ion of the toiling masses throughout 
the whole capitalist world which is taking place under the influence 
of the victory of socialism in the U.S.S.R. and of the world economic 
crisis,' also on the basis of the lessons derived from the temporary 
defeat of the proletariat in the central part of Europe — Germany — 
as well As in Austria and Spain, that is, in countries where the 
majority of the organized workers supported Social Democratic Parties. 

A powerful urge for unity of . action is growing in the ranks of the 
international working class. The revolutionary movement in the colonial 
countries and the Soviet revolution in China are extending. The relation- 
ship of class forces on a world scale is changing more and more in the 
direction of a growth of the- forces of revolution. 
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In this situation, the ruling bourgeoisie is seeking salvation 
more and more in fascism, in the establishment of the open, terrorist 
dictatorship of the most reactionary, the most chauvinist and the most 
imperialist elements of finance capital, with the aim of putting into 
effect extraordinary measures for despoiling the toilers > of preparing 
a predatory , Imperialist war, of attacking the U.S.S.R., enslaving and 
dividing up China, and, on- the -basis’ bf all 'thiS,'- preventing revolution. 
Finance capital is striving to curb the indignation of the petty-bour- 
geois masses against capitalism through '-the medium of its fascist agents 
who demagogically adapt their slogans to the moods of these sections of 
the population. Fascism is thus setting up for itself a mass &£sis an d 
by directing these sections as a reactionary force against the working 
class, leads to the still greater enslavement of all the toilers by 
finance capital. In a number of countries fascism is already in power. 
But the growth of fascism and its victory attest not only to the weak- 
ness of the working class, disorganized as the result of Social Demo«- 
cracy-*s disruptive policy of class collaboration with the bourgeoisis, 
but also to the weakness of the bourgeoisie itself, which is stricken 
with fear at the realization of unity in the struggle of the working ’ 
class, is in fear of revolution, and is no longer able to maintain its 
dictatorship by the old methods- of bourgeois 'democracy. 

2, The most reactionary variety of fascism is the. German type 
of fascism which brazenly calls itself National Socialism though it 
has absolutely nothing in common either with socialism, or with the 
defence of the real national interests of the German people, and 
merely fulfils the role of lackey of the. big bourgeoisie and constitutes 
not only bourgeois nationalism but also bestial chauvinism. 
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Fascist Germany is plainly showing to the whole world what 
the masses of the people may expect where fascism is victorious. The 
raging fascist government is annihilating the flower of the working 
class, its leaders and organizers, in jails and concentration camps. 

It has destroyed the trade 'unions, the co-operative societies, all 
legal organizations of the workers, as well as all other non-fascist 
political and cultural organimtionsi It hsh deprived'tlie "workers of 
the elementary right to defend their interests. It has converted a 
cultured country into a hotbed of obscurantism, barbarity and war. 

German fascism is the main instigator of a new imperialist war and 
comes forward as the shock troop of international, counter-revoldtion, 

3. In emphasising the growth of the threat of fascism in all 
capitalist countries, the Seventh Congress of the Communist Inter- 
national warns against any underestimation of the) fascist danger. 

The Congress also rejects the fatalistic views regarding the in- 
evitability of the victory of fascism. These views are basically 
incorrect and can only give rise to passivity and weaken the mass 
struggle against fascism. The working class can prevent the victory 
of fascism, if it succeeds in bringing about unity in its struggle 
and by promptly developing its own militant action does not allow 
fascism to gather strength; if it succeeds by correct revblutionary 
leadership, in rallying around itself the broad strata of toilers in 
town and country, , 

4. The victory of fascism is insecure. In spite of the 
formidable difficulties that fascist dictatorship creates for the 
working class movement, the foundations of bourgeois domination are 
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being further shaken under the rule of the fascists. The internal 
conflicts in the camp of the bourgeoisie are becoming especially 
acute* The legalistic illusions of the masses are being shattered* 

The revolutionary hatred of the workers is accumulating. The base- 
ness and falsity of the social demagogy of fascism is revealing itself 
more and more.' Fascism not only did not bring the masses the improve- 
ment in their material.. Gomans- which- has 

brought about a further increase of the profits of the capitalists by 
lowering the living standard of the toiling masses, has intensified 
their exploitation by a handful of financial magnates, and has carried 
out their further spoliation for the benefit of capital. The dis- 
illusionment of the urban petty bourgeois strata and of the toiling 
peasants, deceived by the fascists, is growing. The mass base of "3 
fascism is disintegrating and narrowing down. The Congress, however, 
warns against the dangerous illusions of an automatic dollapse of the 
fascist dictatorship, and points out that only the united revolutionary 
struggle of the working class at the head of all the toilers will bring 
about the overthrow of the fascist dictatorship. 

5. In connection with the- victory of fascism in Gernany and 
the growth of the fascist danger in other countries, the class struggle 
of the proletariat which is increasingly adopting the course of determined 
resistance to the fascist bourgeoisie sharpened and continues to sharpen. 
The united front movement against the offensive of capital and fascism 
is developing in all capitalist countries. The National Socialist terror 
raging in Germany has lent powerful impetus to the international united 
front of the proletariat (the Leipzig trial, the campaign for the release 
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of Dimitrov and the comrades jailed together with him, the campaign 
for the defence of Thaelmann, etc.). 

Although the united front movement is as jet only in the 
initial stage of its development, the Communist and social-demo- 
cratic workers of France, fighting side by side, succeeded in 

i 

beating off the first attacks of fascism, thereby exerting a mobilise-, 
ing influence on the united 1 ‘front mbvemerit internationally. The 
joint armed struggle of the social-democratic and Communist workers 
in Austria and Spain not only set an heroic example to the toilers 
of other countries, but also demonstrated that a successful struggle 
against fascism would have been fully possible but for the sabotage 
of the Right and the wavering of the "Left 11 social-democratic leaders 
(in Spain there must be added the open treachery of the majority of the 
Anarcho-Syndicalist leaders), whose influence over the masses deprived 
the proletariat of determined revoltuionary leadership and of clarity 
in the aims of the struggle. 

6. The bankruptcy of the leading ' party cf the Second Inter- 
national, of German social democracy, which by its entire policy 
facilitated the victory of fascism, also the failure of "Left re- 
formist social democracy in Austria, which drew the broad masses 
away from the struggle even when the inevitable armed clash with 
fascism was drawing close, have tremendously increased the dis- 
illusionment of the social-democratic workers in the policy of the 
social-democratic parties* The Second International is undergoing 
a profound crisis. Within the social-democratic parties and the 
whole Second International a process of differentiation into two 
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main camps is taking place — side by side with the existing camp of the 
reactionary elements who are trying to continue the policy of class 
collaboration with the bourgeoisie, there is being formed a camp of 
elements who are becoming revolutionised, elements who declare for the 
establishment of the united proletarian front and are adopting more and 
more the position of the revolutionary class struggle. 

The Seventh Congress of the Communist International welcomes the 
aspiration of the social-democratic workers to establish a united front 
with the Communists, regarding this as a sign that their class conscious- 
ness is growing, and that a beginning has been made toward overcoming the 
split in the ranks of the working class in the interest of a successful 
struggle against fascism, against the . bourgeoisie. 

II. The United Front of the Working Class Against Fascism 

In the face of the towering menace of fascism to the working 
class and all the gains it has made, to all toilers and their ele- 
mentary rights, to the peace and liberty of the peoples, the Seventh 
Congress of the Communist International declares that at the present 
historical stage it is the main and immediate task of the international 
labour movement to establish the united fighting front of the working 
class. For a successful ..struggle . against the offensive of capital, 
against the reactionary measures of the bourgeoisie, against fascism, 
the bitterest enemy of all the toilers, who, without distinction of 
political views have been deprived of all rights and liberties, it is 
imperative that unity of action be established between all sections 
of the working class, irrespective of what organisation they belong 
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to, even before the majority of the working class unites on a common 
fighting platform for the overthrow of capitalism and the victory 
oi the proletarian revolution. But it is precisely for this reason 
that this task makes it the duty of the Communist Parties to take into 
consideration the changed circumstances and to apply the united front 
tactics in a new manner, by seeking to reach agreements with the 
organisations of the toilers of various political trends for joint 

action on a factory, local, district, national and international 
scale. 

With this as its point of departure, the Seventh Congress of 
the Communist International enjoins the Communist Parties to be 

guided by the following Instructions when carrying out the united 
front tactics i 

1, The defence of the immediate economic! and political 
interests of the working class, the defence' of the latter against 
fascism, must be the starting point and form the main content of the 
workers' united front in all capitalist countries. In order to set 
the broad masses in motion, such slogans and forms of struggle must 
be put forward as arise from the vital needs of the masses and from 
the level. of their fighting capacity at the given stage of .develop- 
ment, Communists must not limit themselves to merely issuing appeals 
to struggle for proletarian dictatorship, but must show the masses what 
they are to. do to-day to defend themselves against capitalist plunder 
and fascist barbarity. They must strive, through the joint action of 
the labour organisations, to mobilise. the masses around a programme 
of demands ■ that are calculated really to shift the. burden of the 
consequences of the crisis on to the shoulders of the ruling classes. 
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demands the fight to realise which disorganises fascism, hampers the 
preparations for imperialist war, weakens the bourgeoisie and strengthens 
the positions of the proletariat. 

While preparing the working class for rapid shifts in the forms 
and methods of struggle as circumstances change, it is necessary to 
organise, in proportion as the movement grows, the transition from the 
defensive to the offensive ^4gg,insJ,...capital, .steering toward the organisa- 
tion of a mass political strike, in which it is indispensable that the 
participation of the principal trade unions of the country should be 
secured, 

2, Without for a moment giving up their independent work in 
the sphere of Communist education, organisation and mobilisation of 
the masses, the Communists, in order to render the road to unity of 
action easier for the workers, must strive to secure joint action with 
the social-democratic parties, reformist tra.de unions and other organisa- 
tions of the toilers against the class enemies of the proletariat, on 
the basis of short or long-term agreements. At the same time, attention 
must be directed mainly to the development of mass action in the various 
localities, conducted by the lower organisations through local agreements. 

Loyally fulfilling the conditions of the agreements, the Communists 
must promptly expose any sabotage of joint action, by persons, or organisa- 
tions participating in the united front, and if the agreement is broken, 
must immediately appeal to the masses while continuing their tireless 
struggle for the restoration of the disrupted unity of action, 

3. The forms in which the united proletarian front is realised, 
which depend on the condition and character of the labour organisations 
and on the concrete situation, must be varied in character. Such forms 
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may include, for instance, joint action by the workers agreed upon from 
case to case on particular occasion^, to secure individual demands, or 
on the basis of a common platform; action agreed upon in individual 
enterprises or branches of industry; action agreed upon on a local, 
district, national or international scale; action agreed upon in the 
organisation of the economic struggle of the workers, in defence of 
the interests of the unemployed, in carrying out mass political activity, 
in the organisation of joint self-defence against fascist attacks; action 
agreed upon to render aid to political prisoners and their families, in . 
the field of struggle against social reaction; joint action in defence 
of the interests of the youth and women, in the sphere of the co- 
operative movement, cultural activity and sports; joint action for the 
purpose of supporting the demands of the toiling peasants, etc. : the 
formation of workers , 1 and workers' and peasants' alliances (Spain); 
the formation of lasting coalitions in the shape of "Labour Parties" 
or "Workers' and Farmers' Parties" (U.S.A.), etc. 

In order to develop the united front movement as the cause of 
the masses themselves, Communists must strive to secure the establish- 
ment of elected (or, in the countries under fascist dictatorship, 
selected from the most authoritative participants in the movement) 
non-party class organs of the united front in the factories, among the 
unemployed, in the working class districts, among the small townsfolk, 
and in the villages. Only such bodies, which, of course, should not 
supplant the organisations participating in the united front, will be 
able to bring into the united front movement also the vast unorganised 
mass of toilers, will be able to assist in developing the initiative 
of the masses in the struggle against the offensive of capital and 
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against fascism, and on this basis help to create a large body of working 
class united front activists. 

4* Wherever the social-democratic leaders, in their efforts to 
deflect the workers from the struggle in defence of their everyday 
interests and in order to frustrate the united front, put forward 
widely advertised "Socialist" projects (the de Man plan, etc.), the 
demagogic nature of such pro-jeets must be ■ b'xpo'SedY hand' the "toilers 
must be shown the impossibility of bringing about socialism so long 
as power remains in the hands of the bourgeoisie. At the same time, 
however, some of the measures put forward in these projects that can 
be linked up with the vital demands of the toilers should be utilised 
as the starting point for developing a mass united front struggle jointly 
with the social-democratic workers. 

In countries where social -democratic governments are in power 
(or where there are coalition governments in which socialists participate) 
Communists must not confine themselves to propaganda exposing the policies 
of such governments, but must mobilise the broad masses for the struggle 
to secure their practical vital class demands, the fulfilment of which 
the social-democrats announced in their platforms, particularly when 
they were not yet in power or were not yet members of their respective 
governments. * - ■ 7; 

5. Joint action with the social-democratic parties and organisa- 
tions not only does not preclude, but on the contrary, renders still . 
more necessary the serious and well-founded criticism of reformism, of 
social-democracy as the ideology and practice of class collaboration 
with the bourgeoisie, and the patient exposition pf the principles .and 
programme of Communism to- the social-democratic workers. 
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While revealing to the masses the real meaning of the demagogic 
arguments advanced by the Right social-democratic leaders against the 
united front, while intensifying the struggle against the reactionary 
section of social-democracy, the Communists must establish the closest 
co-operation with those Left social-democratic Workers, functionaries 
and organisations, that fight against the reformist policy and advocate 
a united front with the Communist Party. The more we intensify our fight 
against the reactionary camp of social democracy, which is participating 
in a bloc with the bourgeoisie, the more effective will be the assistance 
we give to that part of social democracy which is becoming revolutionised. 
And the self-determination of the various elements within the Left camp 
will take place the sooner, the more resolutely the Communists fight for 
a united front with the social-democratic parties. 

The attitude to the practical realisation of the united front 
will be the chief indication of, the true position of the various groups 
among the social democrats. In the fight for the practical realisation 
of the united front, those social-democratic leaders who come forward 
as Lefts in words will be obliged to show by deeds whether they are 
really ready to fight the bourgeoisie and the Right social democrats, 
or are on the side of the bourgeoisie, that is, against the cause of 

the working class. 

6, Election campaigns must be utilised for the further develop- 
ment and strengthening of the united fighting front of the proletariat, 
While coming forward independently in the elections and unfolding the 
programme of the Communist Party before the masses, the Communists must 
seek to establish a united front with the social-democratic parties and 
the trade unions (also with the organisations of the toiling peasants, 
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handicraftsmen, etc,) and exert every effort to prevent the election of 
reactionary and fascist candidates. In face of fascist danger, the 
Communists may, while reserving for themselves freedom of political 
agitation and criticism, participate in election campaigns on a common 
platform and with a common ticket of the anti-fascist front, depending 
on the growth and success of the united front movement, also depending 
on the electoral system in •■operation;" ■ ■ 

. 7. In striving to unite, under the leadership of the proletariat, 
the struggle of the toiling peasants, the urban pe tty-bourgeoisie and 
the toiling masses of the oppressed nationalities, the Communists must 
seek to bring about the establishment of a wide anti-fascist people's front 
on the basis of the proletarian united front, supporting all those specific 
demands of these sections of the toilers which are in lino with the funda- 
mental interests of the proletariat. It is particularly important to 
mobilise the toiling peasants against the fascist policy of robbing the 
basic masses of the peasantry: against the plundering price policy of 
monopoly capital and the bourgeois governments, against the unbearable 
burden of taxes, rents and debts, against forced sales of peasant property, 
and in favour of government aid for the ruined peasantry. While working 
everywhere among the urban petty bourgeoisie and tho intelligentsia as 
among the office employees, the Communists must rouse these strata 
against increasing taxation and the high cost of living, against their 
spoliation by monopoly capital, by the trusts, against the thraldom of 
interest payments, and against dismissals and reductions in salary of 
government and municipal employees. While defending the interests and 
rights of the progressive intellectuals, it is necessary to give them 
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every support in their movement against cultural reaction, and to facili- 
tate their going over to the side of the working class in the struggle 
against fascism. 

8, In the circumstances of a political crisis, when the ruling 
classes are no longer in a position to cope with the powerful sweep of 
the mass movement, the Communists must advance fundamental revolutionary 
slogans (such as* for instance, control of production and the banks, 
disbandment of the police force and its replacement by an armed workers' 
militia, etc.), which are directed toward still further shaking the eco- 
nomic political power of the bourgeoisie and increasing the strength of 
the working class, toward isolating the parties of compromise, and which 
lead the working masses right up to the point of the revolutionary seizure 
of power. If with such an upsurge of the mass movement it will prove 
possible, and necessary, in the interests of the proletariat, to create 
a proletarian united front government, or an anti-fascist people's front 
government, which is not yet a government of the; proletarian dictatorship, 
but one which undertakes to put into effect decisive measures against 
fascism and reaction, the Communist Party must see to it that such a 
government is formed. The following situation is an essential prerequisite 
for the formation of a united front government: (a) When the state 
apparatus of the bourgeoisie is seriously paralysed so that the bourgeoisie 
is not in a condition to prevent the formation of such a government; (b) 

When vast masses of the toilers vehemently take action against fascism 
and reaction, but are not yet ready to rise and fight for Soviet Power: 

(c) When already a considerable proportion of the organisations of the 
social-democratic and other parties participating in the united front 
demand ruthless measures against the fascists and other reactionaries. 
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and are ready to fight together with the Communists for the carrying cut 
of these measures. 

In so far as the united front government will really undertake 
decisive measures against the counter-revolutionary financial magnates 
and their fascist agents, and will in no way restrict the activity of 
the Communist Party and the struggle of the working class, the Communist 
Party will support such a government in' every way, ' The participation of 
the Communists in a united front government will be decided separately 
in each particular case as the concrete situation may warrant. 

HI* The Uni ty of the Trade Union Movement 

Emphasising the special importance of forming a united front 
in the sphere of the economic struggle of the workers and the establish- 
ment of the unity of the trade union movement as a most important step 
in consolidating the united front of the proletariat, the Congress makes 
it a duty of the Communists to adopt all practical measures for the 

realisation of the unity of the trade unions by industries and on a 
national scale. 

The Communists are decidedly for the re-establishment of trade 

union unity in each country and on an international .scale; for united 

class trade unions as one of the major bulwark of the working class 

against the offensive of capital and fascism; for one trade union in 

each industry; for one federation of trade unions in each country; for 

one international federation of trade unions organised according to 

industries; for one international of trade unions based on the class 
struggle. 
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In countries where there are small Red Trade Unions, efforts 
must be made to secure their admission into the b:.g reformist trade 
unions, with demands put forward for the right to defend their views 
and the reinstatement of expelled members. In countries where big 
Red and reformist trade unions exist side by side, efforts must be made 
to secure their amalgamation on an equal footing, on the basis of a 
platform of struggle against the offensive of capital and a guarantee 
of trade union democracy. 

It is the duty of Communists to work actively in the reformist 
and united trade unions, to consolidate them and to recruit the unorganised 
workers for them, and at the same time exert every effort to have these 
organisations actually defend the interests of the workers and really 
become genuine class organisations. To this end the Communists must 
strive to secure the support of the entire membership, of the officials, 
and of the organisations as a whole. 

It is the duty of the Communists to defend the trade unions 
against all attempts on the part of the bourgeoisie and the fascists 
to restrict their rights or to destroy them. 

If the reformist leaders resort to the policy of expelling 
revolutionary workers or entire branches from the trade unions, or 
adopt other forms of repression# the Communists must rally the entire 
union membership against the splitting activity of the leadership, 
at the same time establishing contact between the expelled members 
and the bulk of the members of the trade unions, and engaging in a 
joint struggle for their re-instatement, for the restoration of the 
disrupted trade union unity. 
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The Red Trade Unions and the Red International of Labour Unions 
must receive the fullest support of the Communist Parties in their efforts 
to bring about the joint struggle of the trade unions of all trends, and 
establish unity in the trade union movement both nationally and interna- 
tionally, on the basis of the class struggle and trade union democracy, 

IV. The Tasks of the Communists in the Individual 
Sectors of the Anti-Fascist Movement 

1* The Congress calls particular attention to the necessity of 
carrying on a systematic ideological struggle against fascism. In view 
of the fact that the chief, the most dangerous form of fascist ideology 
is chauvinism, it must be made plain to the masses that the fascist 
bourgeoisie uses the pretext of defending the national interests to 
carry out its sordid class policy of oppressing and exploiting its own 
people as well as robbing and enslaving other peoples. They must be 
shown that the working class, which fights against every form of servitude 
and national oppression, is the only genuine protagonist of national 
freedom and the independence of the people.. The Communists must in every 
way combat the fascist falsification of the history of the people and 
do everything to enlighten the toiling masses on the past of their own 
people in an historically correct fashion, in the true spirit of Lenin 
and Stalin, so as to link up their present struggle with the revolution- 
ary traditions of the past. The Congress warns against adopting a disparag- 
ing attitude on the question of national independence and the national 
sentiments of the broad masses of the people , an attitude which renders 
it easier for fascism to develop its chauvinist campaigns (the Saar, 
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the German regions in Czechoslovakia,' etc.), and insists on a correct 
and concrete application of the Leninist and Stalinist national policy. 

While Communists are irreconcilable opponents, on principle, of 
bourgeois nationalism of every variety, they are by no means supporters 

of national nihilism, of an attitude of unconcern for the fate of their 
own people. 

2* Communists must enter all fascist mass organisations which 
have a monopoly of legal existence in the given country, and must make 
use of even the smallest legal or semi-legal opportunity of working in 
them, in order to counterpose the interests of the masses in these 
organisations to the policy of fascism, and to undermine the mass basis 
of the latter. Beginning with the fnost elementary movements of protest 
around the urgent needs of the toilers, the Communists must use flexible 
tactics to draw ever wider masses into the movement, especially workers 
who by reason of their lack of class consciousness still follow the 
fascists. As the movement gains in width and depth, the slogans of the 
struggle must be changed, while preparing to smash, the fascist bour- 
geois dictatorship with the aid of the very masses who are in the fascist 
organisations. 

3* While vigorously and consistently defending the interests 
and demands of the unemployed, while organising and leading them in the 
fight for work, for adequate relief, insurance, etc., the Communists 
must draw the unemployed into the united front movement and use all 
means to force out the influence of fascism among them. At the same 
time it is necessary to take strictly into account the specific interests 
of the various sategories of unemployed (skilled and unskilled workers, 

organised and unorganised, men and women, youth, etc. ) . 
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The Congress emphatically calls the attention of all 
Communist Parties of the capitalist countries to the exceptional role 
of the youth in the struggle against fascism. It is from among the 
youth that fascism mainly recruits its shock detachments. In fighting 
against any underestimation of the importance of mass work among the 
toiling youth, and taking effective steps 1 ' to overcome the secludedness 
of the Young Communist league ■■organisation's, the ' Communist Parties must 
do everything to help unite the forces of all non-fasdist mass youth 
organisations (youth organisations of the trade unions, co-operative 
societies, etc.) on the basis of the broadest united front, including 
the formation of various kinds of common organisations for the struggle 
against fascism, against the unprecedented manner in which the youth is 
being stripped of every right, against the militarisation of the youth, 
and for the economic and cultural interests of the young generation. 

The task of creating an anti-fascist association of Communist and 
Socialist youth leagues on the platform of the class struggle must 
be brought to the fore. 

The Communist Parties must give every assistance in the develop- 
ment and consolidation of the. Young Communist League, 

5, The vital necessity of drawing the millions of toiling women 
into the united people's front, primarily women workers 1 and toiling 
peasant women, irrespective of the political and religious views they 
hold, requires that the Communists intensify their activity for the 
purpose of developing the mass movement of the toiling women around 
the struggle for their urgent demands and interests, particularly in 
the struggle against the high cost of living, against inequality in 
the status of women and their fascist enslavement, against mass dismissals 
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for higher wages on the principle of equal pay lor equal work, and against 
the war danger. Flexible use must be made, in every country and on an 
international scale, of the most varied organisational forms to establish 
contacts be6ween and bring about joint action of the revolutionary, 
social-democratic and progressive women's organisations, while ensuring 
freedom of opinion and criticism, without hesitating to form also 
separate women's organisations whereever this may become necessary, 

6. Communists must carry on a struggle to draw the cooperative 
organisation into the ranks of the united front of the proletariat 

and of the anti-fascist people's front. 

The most active assistance must be rendered by Communists 
in the struggle of the co-operative societies for the urgent interests 
of their members, especially in the fight against high prices, for 
credits, against the introduction of predatory duties and new taxes, 
against the restrictions imposed on the activities of the co-operative 
societies and their destruction by the fascists, etc. 

7. The Communists must take the initiative in establishing 
anti-fascist mass defence corps against the sttaisks of the fascist 
bands, recruiting these corps from reliable, tested elements of the 
united front movement, 

V. The Anti-Imperialist People's Front in the 
Colonial Countries 

In the colonial and semi-colonial countries, the most important 
task facing the Communists consists in working to establish an anti- 
imperialist people's front. For this purpose it is necessary to draw 
the widest masses into the national liberation movement against growing 
imperialist exploitation, against cruel enslavement for the driving 
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out of the imperialists, for the independence of the country; to take 
an active part .in the mass anti-imperialist movements headed by the 
national reformists and strive to bring about joint action with the 
national-revolutionary and national-reformist organisations on the basis 
of a definite anti-imperialist platform. 

In China, the extension of the Soviet movement and the strengthen- 
ing of the fighting power of the Red army must be combined with the 
development of the people's .ahti-imperialist movement all over the 
country! This movement must be carried on under the slogan of the 
national-revolutionary struggle of the armed people against the 
imperialist enslavers, in the first place 1 a^dinst Japanese imperialism 
and its Chinese servitors. The Soviets must become the rallying centre 
for the entire Chinese people in its struggle for emancipation. In the 
interests of its own struggle for emancipation, the proletariat of the 
imperialist countries must give its unstinted support to the liberation 
struggle of the colonial and semi-colonial peoples against the imperialist 
pirates. ■ 

VI, Strengthening of the Communist Parties and the Struggle 
for the Political Unity of the Working Class 

The Congress emphasises that only the further all-round con- 
solidation of the Communist Parties themselves, the development of 
their initiative, the carrying out of a policy based on Marxist-Lenin- 
ist principles, and the application of correct flexible tactics, which 
take into account the concrete situation and the alignment of class 
forces, can ensure the mobilisation of the widest masses of toilers 
for the united struggle against fascism, against capitalism. 
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In order that the united front may be really brought about, 
the Communists must overcome the self-satisfied sectarianism in their 
own ranks which in our day is, in a number of cases, no longer an 
"infantile disorder" of the Communist movement but an ingrained vice. 

By overestimating the degree of revolutionisatio.fi of the masses, by 
creating the illusion that the path to fascism had already been barred 

while the fascist movement was continuing to grow, this sectarianism 

actually fostered passivity in relation to fascism. In practice it , 
replaced the methods of leading masses by the methods of leading a 
narrow party group, substituted abstract propaganda and Left doctnnair- 
ism for a mass policy, refusing to work in the reformist trade unions 
and fascist mass organisations and adopting stereotyped tactics and 
slogans for all countries without taking account, of the special features 
of the concrete situation in each particular country. This sectarianism 
to a great extent retarded the growth of the Communist Parties, made it 
difficult for a genuine mass policy to be carried out and hindered these 
Parties in making use of the difficulties of the class enemy to strengthen 
the revolutionary movement, hindered the cause of winning over the wide 
masses of the proletariat to the side of the Communist Parties, 

While carrying on a most energetic struggle to root out all 
vestiges of sectarianism, which at the present moment is a most serious 
obstacle to the pursuing of a real mass Bolshevik policy by the Communist 
Parties, the Communists must increase their vigilance in guarding against 
the danger of Right opportunism, and must carry on a determined struggle 
against all its concrete manifestations, bearing in mind that the Right 
danger will grow as the tactics of the united front are widely applied.. 
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The struggle for the establishment of the united front, the unity of 
action of the working class, -gives rise to the necessity that the 
social-democratic workers be convinced by object lessons of the 
correctness of the Communist policy and the incorrectness of the reform- 
ist policy, and. charges every Communist Party to wage an irreconcilable 
struggle against any tendency to gloss over the differences in principle 
between Communism and reformism, against weakening the criticism of 
social democracy as the ideology and practice of class collaboration 
with the bourgeoisie, against the illusions that it is possible to bring 
about socialism by, peaceful, legal methods, against any reliance on 
automatism or spontaneity, whether in the liquidation of fascism or in,. , 
the realisation of the united front, -against belittling the role of the 

Party and against the slightest vacillation at the moment of decisive 
action. 

Holding that the interests of the class struggle of the prole- 
tariat and the success of the proletarian revolution make it imperative 
that a single mass political party of the working class exist in every 
country, the Congress sets the Communist Patties the task of taking the 
initiative in bringing about this unity, relying on. the growing desire, 
of the workers to unite the social-democratic parties or individual 
organisations with the Communist Parties, At the same time it must be 
explained to the workers without fail that such unity is possible only 
under certain conditions: under the condition of ' complete independence 
from the bourgeoisie and the complete severance of the bloc between 
social democracy and the bourgeoisie, under the condition that unity . 
of action be. first brought about, that the necessity of the revolutionary 
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overthrow of the rule of the bourgeoisie and the establishment of the 
dictatorship of the proletariat in the form of Soviets be recognised, 
that support of one's own bourgeoisie in imperialist war be rejected, 
and that the party be constructed on the basis of democratic centralism 
which ensures unity of will and action and has been tested by the 
experience of the Russian Bolsheviks. 

At the same time it is necessary to act resolutely against the 
attempts of the "Left" social-democratic demagogxies to utilise the 
disillusionment among the social-democratic workers to form new Socialist 
Parties and a new "International" which are directed against the Communist 
movement and thus widen the split in the working class. 

Considering that unity of action is an urgent necessity and the 
surest way to bring about the political unitv of the proletariat, the 
Seventh Congress of the Communist International declares in the name of 
all sections of the Communist International that they are ready to begin 
immediate negotiations with the. corresponding parties of the Second 
International for the establishment of unity of action of the working 
class against the offensive of capital, against fascism and the threat 
of imperialist war, and likewise declares that the Communist International 
is prepared to enter into negotiations with the Second International 
directed to this end. 

VII. For Soviet Power 

In the struggle to defend against fascism the bourgeois-demo- 
cratic liberties and the gains of the toilers, in the struggle to over- 
throw fascist dictatorship, the revolutionary proletariat prepares 
its forces, strengthens its fighting contacts with its allies and 
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directs the struggle toward the goal of achieving real democracy 
of the toilers — Soviet power. 

The further consolidation of the Land of the Soviets, the 
rallying of the world proletariat around it, and the mighty growth 
of the international authority of the Communist Party of the Soviet 
Union, the turn toward revolutionary class struggle which has set 
in among the social-democratic workers and the workers organised 
in the reformist trade unions, the increasing mass resistance to 
fascism and the growth of the revolutionary movement in the colonies, 
the decline of the Second International and the growth of the 
Communist International, are all accelerating and will continue to 
accelerate the development of the world Socialist revolution. 

The capitalist world is entering a period of sharp clashes 
as a result of the accentuation of the internal and external contradic- 
tions of capitalism. 

Steering a course in the direction of this perspective of the 
revolutionary development, the Seventh Congress of the Communist Inter- 
national calls on the Communist Parties to display the greatest political 
activity and daring, to carry on a tireless struggle to bring about unity 
of action by the working class. The establishment of the united front 
of the working class is the decisive link in the preparation of the 
toilers for the forthcoming great battles of the second round of 
proletarian revolutions. Only the welding of the proletariat into a 
single mass political army will ensure its victory in the struggle 
against fascism and the power of capital, for the dictatorship of 
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the proletariat and the power of the Soviets, "The victory of 
revolution never comes by itself. It has to be, prepared for and 

n. And only a strong proletarian revolutionary party can prepare 
for and win victory*" (Stalin.) 
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